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Content Standard - Students demonstrate an understanding of

potential risks to their personal health, safety, and welfare from

trapping activities

Introduction

behavior a habit.

Describe the conditions that cause hypothermia,

symptoms of its presence, and treatment proce-

dures

a person may become confused, and clumsy. Watch for signs of hypothermia 

Explain how to prevent hypothermia

Silvertip Productions

Develop safe habits around 

water and animals
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Hypothermia is a leading cause 

of death among people who 

participate in outdoor activities 
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Recognize the symptoms of frostbite and treatment

procedures

feeling. Pain and blisters may also be present. Protect frostbitten skin from 

Recognize the danger of traveling on ice covered 

lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams

dangerous ice. Ice on a pond or lake is usually more consistent, but be

spots on lakes and ponds. Movement of beaver and muskrat under the ice can 

their food cache.

three inches of ice to be the minimum thickness needed for one person to 

-

-

conditions in front of you as you travel.

If you do fall through the ice, try to climb out by facing the direction you 

go a different direction.

Frostbite is a common injury. 

Don’t rub a frostbitten area. 

Warm it gently.

Silvertip Productions

Trapper Chopping Ice
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Trapper fell through ice
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-

proach too close, you may fall in, too.

help immediately.

Recognize dangers related to drowning while 

wading or trapping near water

vest instantly if you need it. The vest should also have a tube you can use to 

increases gradually. You are more likely to encounter steep drop-offs caused 

-

come together.

boating safety education course.

Explain how to manage the risks of contracting

diseases or parasites including rabies, West Nile 

virus, tularemia, Lyme disease, mange, and 

trichinosis

cause infection and disease in Michigan.  There are other diseases that have 
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Trapper wading in stream
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Trapper with canoe
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Wild animals can carry a number of diseases that are infectious to humans 

-

Infectious diseases can be caused by numerous organisms and may spread 

-

cautions to protect yourself from potential hazards.  If you become ill make 

animals

• Clean and disinfect knives, skinning boards, cutting surfaces, and 

• Avoid sick animals or ones that do not act normal

Rabies - Hydrophobia -

blooded mammals but in Michigan it occurs most often among bats, skunks, 

-

Silvertip Productions

Wear latex gloves
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Raccoons can carry several 

diseases
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form the animal is lethargic and may suffer paralysis. In the furious form the 

animal is restless, aggressive, and may bite at real or imaginary objects. 

then seek medical attention immediately. If possible, capture or kill the 

-

tested for rabies. If it is going to be tested, take the animal’s head to the local 

keep the animal refriger-

your doctor for advice about a rabies vaccination, especially if you are trap-

 West Nile virus is caused by a virus that is most often trans-

mitted to birds, horses, and humans via the bite of a mosquito (  spp.). 

headache, tiredness, and body aches. There may be a skin rash on the trunk 

days.

The symptoms of severe infection (West Nile encephalitis or meningitis) 

include headache, high fever, neck stiffness, stupor, disorientation, coma, 

-

this more severe form of the disease. Older people are more susceptible. 

symptoms or damage may be permanent.

and Prevention advise that you should not use DEET repellant on skin under 

your clothes. Do not apply repellants containing permethrin directly to your 

skin.

 Tularemia is caused by the bacterium 

tularensis

and muskrats may also contract this disease.

Center for Disease Contrl

Mosquitos may transmit the 

West Nile virus

Center for Disease Contrl

Tularemia thumb lesion caught 

from muskrat

FWS Photo

Cottontail Rabbits may carry 

tularemia
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Tularemia is most commonly transmitted by the bite of blood sucking vectors 

-

ria enter the body, multiply, and invade internal organs. The liver and spleen 

by one of the infected blood sucking vectors, by inhalation of feces-contami-

nated dust, and sometimes by eating undercooked meat. Symptoms include 

 Lyme disease is a bacterial infection spread by the bite of the 

blacklegged tick ( ). When diagnosed early, the disease can 

bacterium -

ease organism are very small and can be hard to see. If these tiny ticks bite 

throughout the body of an infected person.

-

ous symptoms may occur including facial paralysis, kidney damage, arthritis, 

and heart problems. Consult your physician if you believe you have symp-

toms of Lyme disease.

Prevent Lyme disease by preventing tick bites. Wear light colored clothing 

-

self thoroughly for ticks. If bitten by a tick, remove it promptly and disinfect 

Leptospirosis - Leptospirosis is caused by the bacteria Leptospira spp. that in-

fects humans and animals. Almost all mammals can be infected, but it is more 

and mice. Leptospirosis is transmitted by eating infected animals, contact 

-

-

rosis bacteria multiply in the blood stream. The disease affects the kidney and 

Center for Disease Control

Ticks that carry Lyme disease
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humans including headache, fever, muscle ache, vomiting, and kidney dam-

age. Antibiotics are very effective for treatment if given early in the course of 

the disease.

is transmitted primarily by the American Dog Tick ( ).

arms, and legs and then spread to the rest of the body. Furbearers may harbor 

the infected ticks. The disease occurs most often in the eastern half of the 

the likelihood of infection.

Sarcoptic Mange - Sarcoptic Mange is caused by a parasitic mite Sarcoptes 

scabiei. It occurs throughout North America and is most commonly found 

-

less severe and does not last as long.

Trichinosis - Trichinella spiralis.

-

Cook furbearer meat thoroughly until the juices run clear. Freezing game 

-

-

for human consumption.

Giardiasis - Giardiasis is caused by the protozoan Giardia intestinalis (or G.

). This parasite lives in the intestinal tract of an infected individual 

and can be carried by many animals, including beavers. It is shed in scat. 

Beavers do not appear to be severely affected by the disease, but infected bea-

Center for Disease Control

Lone star tick - carries Rocky 

Mountain spotted fever

NPS Photo

Beaver
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-

ics.

procyonis, is a common parasite that can cause a fatal nervous system disease 

humans. The eggs can survive in the environment for years.

eggs, they hatch into larvae in the person’s intestine and travel through the 

rare, can be fatal, especially in children.

 Echinococcosis is caused by infection 

, a micro-

liver, lungs, kidneys, spleen, nervous tissue, or bone. The disease may be fa-

granulosus

People can contract Echinococcosis by ingesting eggs in game meat, on pelts,  

areas to prevent this disease.

-

ces. Keep your hands clean to prevent accidental ingestion of the microscopic 

eggs.

FWS Photo

Raccoon

Center for Disease Control

Cotton rat - died from

echinococcis

Center for disease Control

Tapeworms
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 Pseudorabies, parvovirus, and distemper are diseases 

that can infect furbearers and be passed on to pets or livestock. Keep your 

pets vaccinated and seek veterinary attention for them if you suspect these 

diseases.

Recognize and manage the risks for being bitten or

injured by wild or domestic animals

Animal bites and scratches can cause serious injuries and infections.  Wash 

-

releasing domestic animals; they may bite if they are afraid.

release animals from traps to prevent bites and scratches. 

Recognize the importance of making yourself vis-

ible to hunters

Trappers should make themselves visible to hunters. Wear hunter orange 

-

lost, injured, or sick.

Recognize and manage the risks of setting large 

body-gripping traps for beaver

Some traps, such as large body-gripping traps used for beaver, can be danger-

When using large body-gripping traps carry setting tongs and a length of rope 

Texas Parks and Wildlife

Bobcat

Silvertip Productions

Always use a safety gripper 

when setting large body-

gripping traps
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one hand. If you are caught, thread the rope through the ends of the springs. 

Put your foot in the loop and use your free arm to pull the loose end. This 

releases the pressure on the springs so you can free yourself.

trapping

-

rying gear and making sets.

behind the shooter.

is safe. Keep the muzzle under control and pointed in a safe direction at all 

Know the importance of carrying a map and com-

pass when trapping

It is easy to get lost if you are in unfamiliar territory. When you are looking 

for sign and places to make sets you may not be paying close attention to 

trapping. Many people carry a global positioning system (GPS) unit. If you 

backup.

Firearm Safety

• Treat every gun as if it is

  loaded

• Control muzzle direction

• Be sure of your target &

  beyond

• Keep barrel & action clear

  of obstructions

  in use

  anything you do not intend

  to shoot

• Don’t climb a fence or

  tree, or jump a ditch with a

  loaded gun

  surface or water

  separately

* Avoid alcoholic beverages

  while hunting or trapping
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Explain important rules for survival including the 

use of a buddy system, the need to tell someone 

where you are going and when you plan to return, 

the value of a wireless phone, and the need to 

Although many people trap alone it is best to use a buddy system for any 

you, or go for help.

of your trapline at home.

Wireless phones are a good safety tool for trappers. Do not rely on the phone 

-

Explain the importance of wearing a seatbelt when

traveling to or from trapping areas

a car. Trappers develop a keen eye for observation, but you should not be 

-

tions is more dangerous than hunting activity itself. The same can be said for 

trapping.

Buckle up!

Drive Safe!

Silvertip Productions

Use the “buddy system.” It could 

save your life!
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